
 
 
 
 

Special Olympics Holds Special Place in the 
Hearts of Sheriff’s Office Employees 

Each year the Sheriff’s Office organizes 

fundraisers to support Special Olympics.  In 

partnership with Coca-Cola bottling, the 

Sheriff’s Office raffled a Rock Star Energy 

Drink Mini Refrigerator. Over $160 were raised 

during this raffle.  Congratulations to Sue 

Thompson who won the refrigerator.  Thank 

you to the community and our partners in 

helping to raise money for the Northern 

Arizona Special Olympic Athletes. 

The Law 

Enforcement 

Torch Run is an 

international 

series of 

fundraisers and 

relays run by 

law enforcement 

officers leading 

up to the local, 

regional and 

national Games 

of Special 

Olympics.  

Special Olympics Arizona (SOAZ) is part of 

the international organization providing year 

round sports training, athletic competition, and 

other related programs for more than 9,100 

children and adults with intellectual disabilities 

in Arizona.  Around $440,000 has been raised 

this year statewide. 

 

Sheriff’s Office Torch Run Participants - Biking, Running, and Walking across  
Northern Arizona to Support Special Olympics 
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Above:  Flagstaff Torch Run Delegation completed Schnebly Hill Road from I-17 to Sedona.   
Bottom Left: Page Torch Delegation completed a section of Hwy 89N between Bittersprings and 
Cedar Ridge.  Bottom Right: Williams Torch Run Delegation completed a section of Old Route 66 
from Pittman Valley Road to Bellemont.   
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‘How Dare You Team’ Teaches Women Self Defense 

The Martial Way Training Center offered a two hour Women's 

Self Defense Seminar on Thursday April 03, 2008 from 7pm to 

9pm.  The course was free of charge and open to any woman 

over the age of 12 years.  The 'How Dare You Team' of 

five provided their expertise in issues of how women can be 

more aware and confident in their surroundings.  Some of the 

instructors were from the Coconino County Sheriff’s Office and 

other local law enforcement agencies.   

The class offered women hands on practice in dealing with 

situations ranging from a simple approach from someone 

asking for money to a person who may be deliberately trying to 

lure a woman into an isolated environment.  They also talked 

about the serious issues of sexual assaults.  The participants 

were taught 7 proven techniques to improve chance of survival 

if attacked.   Thanks to the dedicated ‘How Dare You Team’ 

and the Martial Way Training Center for providing this free 

class and for their dedication to keeping our community safe.  

 

Search and Rescue Building Project Becomes 3D 

 

In April 2008 the much anticipated construction of the new 

Coconino County Sheriff’s Office Search and 

Rescue/Community Emergency Response Facility moved into 

the next phase.  The new facility is located on the campus of 

the Law Enforcement Administrative Facility on Sawmill Road 

in Flagstaff.  This new facility will provide a centrally located 

place for storing Search and Rescue Unit equipment which will 

better protect the equipment against the weather and also 

provide easy and quick access to gear for teams responding to 

Search and Rescue missions.  In addition, having the new 

Search and Rescue facility on the same campus as the law 

enforcement facility allows for better coordination with other 

assets of the Sheriff’s Office that are important for conducting 

Search and Rescue operations. 

 

The first phase of the project began four years ago with the 

laying of the foundation and purchase of steel for the building.  

During the current second phase of construction, the shell of 

the building will be erected.  This is expected to be finished in 

late June 2008.  Future phases of construction will occur as 

funding sources are acquired and will include the completion 

of the interior of the building, including administrative and 

training office spaces, a fueling station, and a technical rescue 

training tower.  As the later phases of the facility are 

completed, the building will also serve as the headquarters for 

the Search and Rescue Unit, a training facility, and an 

emergency management center.   

 

Continued support for the Search and Rescue Program and 

the completion of the new facility are one of the priorities of 

Sheriff Pribil and the Coconino County Sheriff’s Office.  The 

Coconino County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue Unit is 

comprised of over 120 dedicated volunteers throughout the 

county who are coordinated by the Sheriff’s Office.  Sergeant 

Aaron Dick is the coordinator for the program and works 

closely to ensure volunteers are trained and equipped to assist 

the Sheriff’s Office with Search and Rescue missions.  Each 

year, the volunteers spend an average of 3,000 hours in 

training and over 3,500 hours responding to search and rescue 

missions.  In 2007 the Search and Rescue Unit responded to 

79 call-outs to assist lost, stranded, or injured subjects.  They 

also regularly assist law enforcement and fire agencies with 

public safety efforts during major events.   

 

The Sheriff’s Office excitedly awaits 

the third dimension of the Search and 

Rescue building.  After several years, 

the site is no longer just plans, steel, 

and a concrete slab, but morphing into 

the new home of Search and Rescue.   
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Detention Facility Receives Annual Audit 

On April, 11, 2008 Deputy U.S. Marshal 

Ryan Weishaar conducted an annual 

inspection and tour of the Coconino County 

Detention Facility in Flagstaff.  The tour is 

conducted on an annual basis to ensure 

that the facility is in compliance with the 

contractual service agreements for 

providing services to persons charged with 

or convicted of violations of federal law.   

Deputy U. S. Marshal Weishaar reviewed 

operational procedures of the detention 

facility and toured the medical unit, kitchen 

facility and housing units.  He was very 

complementary of the operations, 

cleanliness of the facility and the 

cooperation and professionalism displayed 

by the detention staff.   

 

Celebrating Professional Development 

Congratulations to Mark Pierz who tested for 

and was selected for a recent Deputy 

opening.  Mark was first hired by the 

Sheriff’s Office in 2006.  Mark has received 

much experience as a Detention Officer with 

our agency, and he will be able to bring this 

knowledge with him in his new position.  

Mark is currently attending the Law 

Enforcement Academy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sheriff Pribil deputizes Mark Pierz. 

 

Quick Response by Deputy Saves Life 
 

On April 28, 2008 around 5:00 am, Deputy 

Jason Schneider was dispatched to check 

a vehicle at a parking area at the Arizona 

Snowbowl.  The vehicle belonged to a 

woman who had been reported to the 

Flagstaff Police Department as missing on 

the previous day.  Deputy Schneider 

immediately began searching the area for 

the woman.  While Deputy Schneider was 

searching the area, Sergeant Mike Sifling 

was at the office in contact with the missing 

woman’s boyfriend.  Sergeant Sifling was 

able to get a cell phone number for the 

woman and when he called she answered.  

Although she was not totally coherent, 

enough information was obtained to help 

Deputy Schneider locate her on a trail near 

the area he was searching.  The woman 

had taken a large number of over the 

counter sleeping pills and was unable to 

walk.  Deputy Schneider carried her over 

half a mile to where medics were just 

arriving at the parking area.  Medics then 

transported the woman to the emergency 

room where she received further medical 

attention.      

Deputy Schneider 

showed great 

compassion and skill in 

locating and carrying 

this woman to safety 

and to medical care.  

For his rapid response which allowed for 

rapid treatment of the woman, he has been 

awarded the Coconino County Sheriff’s 

Office Life Saving Award.   Thanks to 

Deputy Schneider for his Service to   

Community. 
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Service to Community 

--------------------------- 

We are committed to 

providing responsive 

and effective Service 

to the Community.  We 

earn and maintain the 

public’s trust and 

confidence through 

our integrity and 

professionalism.  

Toward these goals, 

we devote our 

personnel, resources 

and energy. 


